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“ Extraordinary students deserve exceptional opportunities to  
exercise their bodies as well as their minds. Shoemaker Green  
anchors the historic athletic facilities of our campus and serves as 
the perfect gateway to our new gem, Penn Park. Our fabulous  
athletic and recreational facilities mightily contribute to a campus that 
is more connected, open, green, and sustainable than ever,  
making Penn the most beautiful urban campus in the nation.”  

  —Amy GutmAnn,  President
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SEASON AFTER SEASON, Penn athletes have shown they can rise to the occasion.  
A long history of success on the playing fields and in the classroom is proof of  
our legacy. In the Making History Campaign, you continued that tradition. Challenged  
with the opportunity to help Penn Athletics meet an ambitious goal, you exceeded  
expectations. The $125 million raised is a remarkable achievement—and one  
that has transformed Penn. 

We set out to create the finest facilities of any urban campus in the country. If you  
take a tour of the extensive new construction and renovations, I believe you’ll agree 
we achieved our goal.

In supporting our dreams, the University made a huge statement about the importance 
of athletics. The possibilities inspired so much excitement that you, our supporters 
and friends, marched us right past our original campaign goal. You also kept us true  
to Penn’s belief in the value of mentors and leaders. New endowed positions are now 
helping us recruit and support coaches who know how to bring out the best in  
every Penn athlete.  The annual fund more than doubled, helping us make sure our 
teams can have their best season—every season. 

All this is what you made possible. On behalf of Penn Athletics, I thank you for  
matching the vision of Penn’s leaders with your own.  

Steve BilSky, W’71 
Director of Athletics

What You Made Possible
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We did it!
Campaign Impact

7.5  
YEARS

$125
MILLION RAISED 

$70 million for facility  
enhancements

$46 million in annual funds  

$9 million for eight  
endowed positions 

11,865 
DONORS

64% alumni 

18% parents

11% friends

4,716 first-time donors  
to Athletics

5,194 alumni athlete donors

29% of all living alumni  
athletes

FACILITIES

The Penn community now enjoys  

athletic and recreational facilities equal to  

those on any university campus.  

Penn Park

Dunning-Cohen Champions’ Field  
 and Seasonal Air Structure
Softball Field 
Hamlin Outdoor Tennis Center 
James F. “Ace” Adams Field
Hecht Indoor Tennis Center

George A. Weiss Pavilion

Greene Family Intercollegiate  
 Strength & Conditioning Center
Robert A. Fox Fitness Center
Donald E. Frey Athletic Training Room
Leisman Family Women’s Lacrosse  
 Locker Room 
Education Commons

Individual Upgrades

Shoemaker Green
New Sprinturf at Franklin Field

Tse Ping & Cheng Cheung Ling  
Sports Center at Hutchinson Gymnasium  

Nalitt Family Gymnastics Center
Coach Dave Micahnik Fencing Center
John R. Rockwell Gymnasium
Coach Ted A. Nash Land-Rowing Training Center
Penn Golf Center
Curran Family Basketball Suite
Pottruck Wrestling Complex
Athletic Training Room
Recreation and Intercollegiate Locker Rooms
Development Suite, Coaching and Staff Offices
Fencing and Gymnastics Team Rooms
Atrium
Assembly Room

River Fields Complex

Ellen Vagelos C’90 Field Hockey Field
Rhodes Field Renovations
Track and Field Throwing Complex
Marc H. Rapaport Family Videoboard

Palestra Renovations

Men’s and Women’s Basketball Locker Rooms
New Playing Surface
Henry Kell Yang, C’72, and Family Scoreboard
Alan Aufzien Family Videoboard
Renovated Sound System 
New Lower-level Seating

ENDOWED POSITIONS

Eight endowed positions — seven for coaches  

and one for a director — ensure that Penn  

students benefit from mentors and leaders who 

can help them develop their potential fully.  

John R. Rockwell Head Coach of Men’s Basketball
Nicholas B. Paumgarten Head Coach of Men’s 
 Heavyweight Rowing
Betty J. Costanza Head Coach of Women’s  
 Track and Field
Kenneth L. Gross Head Coach of Volleyball 
Frank Dolson Director of the Penn Relays 
Endowed Head Coach of Men’s Lacrosse
Endowed Head Coach of Women’s Lacrosse
Endowed Director of Squash 

THE ANNUAL FUND

A more than twofold growth in annual gifts  

has ensured a breadth of opportunities  

for Penn athletes that truly complement  

those in academics.

New, State-of-the-Art Equipment 
Expanded Team Travel
Increased Coaching Compensation
Increased Recruiting Budgets
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High Aspirations 

“ Playing a sport has really shaped  
who I am as a person and a student, 
and the career person I want to be.  
I have high aspirations for what  
I want to do. In a lot of ways my  
bigger goals remind me of working 
for lacrosse—putting in extra  
work and conditioning to be  
where I want to be in the end.”

lindSey Smith, W’14  

ENDOWED COACH  

Karin Corbett 
Endowed Head Coach of  Women’s Lacrosse

DUNNING-COHEN  

CHAMPIONS’ FIELD &  

SEASONAL AIR STRUCTURE

• Oversized synthetic turf field 
• Inlaid lines for football, soccer, men’s and  
women’s lacrosse, and field hockey

• Seasonal air structure for indoor play  
November–March 

• Lights for nighttime activity

LEISMAN FAMILY WOMEN’S 

LACROSSE LOCKER ROOM

• 1,200 square feet
• Custom lockers to accommodate  
lacrosse equipment

• Built-in seats for meetings or film sessions
• Retractable video screen with TV and  
smart classroom technology
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Life Lessons

“ Playing a college sport prepares  
you for life. There are challenges  
and adversity. You have to learn to  
communicate with coaches and  
teammates, and meet obligations  
for practices, training, and watching  
film. You have a bigger load to  
handle, so that forces you to be  
more disciplined.”

ZAck RoSen, W’12  

“ I absolutely love it here. To be able 
to coach student athletes like this— 
where academics and athletics are 
so competitive—I couldn’t ask for 
a better situation. I look forward to 
every day, and I think the players see 
the passion the coaches have here. 
They make it an unbelievable  
environment to work in.”

mike mclAuGhlin

Head Coach of Women’s Basketball 

ENDOWED COACH  
Jerome Allen, W’09  
John R. Rockwell Head Coach of Men’s Basketball

JOHN R. ROCKWELL  

GYMNASIUM 
• State-of-the-art court for basketball  
and volleyball

• Staff and coaches’ offices   

PALESTRA RENOVATIONS

• Men’s and women’s basketball locker rooms
• New playing surface
• Henry Kell Yang, C’72, and Family Scoreboard
• Alan Aufzien Family Videoboard
• Renovated sound system
• New lower-level seating
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More than Speed

ENDOWED DIRECTOR 
Dave Johnson 
Frank Dolson Director of the Penn Relays 

ENDOWED COACH

Tony Tenisci 
Betty J. Costanza Head Coach of  Women’s  
Track and Field

“ The bars for academics and athletics are 
now on par. The whole idea of working 
in teams, contributing, balancing 
group dynamics—all the things taught 
in modern education—these go on in 
track all the time. Now, thanks to the 
generosity of donors, there’s nothing 
Penn can’t offer students to achieve 
whatever they want to do.”

tony teniSci 
Betty J. Costanza Head Coach  
of  Women’s Track and Field
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Valuing Women’s Sports

“ To have a women’s sport endowed  
is a huge deal. It says something  
about the importance of women’s 
sports. And it says Penn believes in  
the sport long term. Creating an  
endowment for volleyball secures  
the future of our program and  
our coaches. We can plan ahead,  
knowing we have the money to  
thrive for years to come.”

keRRy mAjoR cARR 
Kenneth L. Gross Head Coach  
of Volleyball

ENDOWED COACH 
Kerry Major Carr 
Kenneth L. Gross Head Coach of Volleyball
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The Penn Athlete

“ Penn’s athletes are incredibly grounded 
for how talented they are as students 
and athletes. There’s something about 
Penn that attracts those talented, 
humble people, which is why we have 
such good chemistry on the lacrosse 
team. Part of what makes our players 
unique is that they’re very selfless and 
humble, and still very confident and 
hard-working.”

mike muRphy 
Endowed Head Coach of Men’s Lacrosse

ENDOWED COACH 
Mike Murphy 
Endowed Head Coach of  
Men’s Lacrosse

JAMES F. “ACE”  
ADAMS FIELD

• Synthetic turf field 
• Inlaid lines for soccer, men’s and 
women’s lacrosse, and field hockey

• Lights for nighttime play 
• A design that supports  
intramural and sport club uses  
as well as sporting events
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Playing with Pride

“ If you look at our record at home, we 
were 35–8. We won two Ivy League 
South Division titles—one of which 
resulted in our first outright Ivy League 
title in 32 years—and had our first 
NCAA appearance. This all happened 
in our two years at Penn Park. To have a 
women’s athletic team supported in this 
manner by the president, the trustees, 
and leaders in the department speaks 
volumes. If Penn takes softball this  
seriously, you’re going to be a valued 
part of the community if you choose 
Penn and play softball.”
leSlie kinG

Head Coach of Softball

SOFTBALL FIELD 

• Water-resistant infield dirt
• Synthetic turf outfield 
• Stadium seating 
• Lights for nighttime play 

“ We have gorgeous, state-of-the-art  
facilities. The dirt is water-resistant so 
water pools up and we can practice right 
after it rains, which is a huge benefit.  
The turf allows us to practice in any 
weather and have consistency when  
fielding fly balls. The stadium gives the 
team a lot of pride. We play for Penn 
when we’re on that field.”
GeoRGiA GuttAdAuRo, W’14 
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Wonderful Commitment

“ I was impressed by the original plans. 
When the courts were finished, they 
were even better than I thought.  
Everything was done right. The 
courts have the best lighting in the 
world for tennis. There is padding 
around the court, a team logo, and 
then, the dramatic city skyline. 
When recruits come, I tell them to 
consider the facility, not because it’s 
most important, but because it shows 
the commitment the University and 
alumni have made to the program.” 

dAvid GeAtZ

Albert G. Molloy Head Coach  
of Men’s Tennis

HAMLIN OUTDOOR  

TENNIS CENTER 

• 12 all-weather courts
• World-class lighting for nighttime play
• Six courts set up for varsity matches  
with stadium seating

HECHT INDOOR  

TENNIS CENTER

• Robert P. Levy Indoor Courts
• Plexipave surfaces
• Seasonal air conditioning 
• Observation deck for front four courts

ENDOWED COACH 

Jack Wyant  
Endowed Director of Squash 

“ Every year the investment in our 
student athletes increases for the  
purpose of helping them achieve 
their full potential. Our challenge 
each year is to create the best possible 
experience for our teams—an  
endowed position helps achieve that. 
It allows the program to dedicate 
more resources to our student  
athletes and shows the loyalty we 
have from our alumni.”

jAck WyAnt 
Endowed Director of Squash 



20 21

“ The facilities are now second to none. When I saw the vision for 
what was happening for Penn Park, I could see these things don’t 
come along every decade, maybe never in a contiguous athletics  
and recreation precinct for most universities. But Penn Park is  
just the most visible part. The strength and conditioning center, 
the education commons, the rowing center—all of it says  
athletics are not an extracurricular here. They are integral to the  
Penn experience.”

 —jAmeS d. dunninG jR., W’70, Campaign Co-Chair, Athletics  

Second to None
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“ The coaching positions and the facilities go hand in hand. We want 
to recruit coaches who do more than build winning teams. Like all 
Penn educators, they need the skills to mentor students and prepare 
them for life. The magnificent facilities help us recruit them—  
and then give them the tools they need to challenge student  
athletes to their personal bests.”  

  —chARleS B. leitneR iii, c’81, Chair, Athletics Board of Overseers

“ My freshman year we practiced on 
the fields under the Walnut Street 
Bridge. It was half a field with a goal 
and a lot of mud. The fields at Penn 
Park are beautiful, and now there’s 
enough space for the club sports and 
varsity teams to practice. Last year, 
we didn’t have to travel once—all  
the club soccer teams wanted to 
come here for games!”

pAiGe RumSey, c’15

“ No more cancelled practices or  
practices in the snow! The air structure 
has allowed us to take our play to 
a new level. We’re getting in stick 
work, individual work, and other 
types of training, especially in the  
off-season. The more we can do in 
the off-season the better we can be 
when the season starts. It’s a huge 
improvement to the lacrosse program.”  

toRy BenSon, c’14
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“ I want to thank Amy Gutmann and the administration for  
allowing the athletic department to have the ability to build new  
athletic fields and Penn Park in this location. Clearly that land 
could’ve gone for anything at Penn. The athletic fields are great for 
the teams, but also a great asset for the school—the students  
and the whole University community.”  

  —clAy W. hAmlin iii, W’67, WG’72,  Vice Chair, Athletics Board of Overseers  

“ Our recent success all started with 
the new stadium. We went from 
playing softball on the outskirts of 
campus to the middle of Penn Park. 
The energy on the field was immediately 
enhanced. When you have people 
running, playing Frisbee, dogs walking 
by, it’s just a much better environ-
ment to focus and practice in.”  

SAm eRoSA, c’13
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A Beautiful Tradition

GREENE FAMILY INTERCOLLEGIATE 

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING 

CENTER

• Four strength and conditioning coaches 
• Speed and agility coordinator

 Amenities: 
- 18,000 square feet 
- 30 weightlifting racks
- Two 50-yard running tracks
- 40 fitness machines for cardio and muscle development 
- 18 heavy bags for kickboxing, alternative team   
or individualized workouts

- Two complete dumbbell sets
- Dozens of medicine balls
- Strength-building and speed tools
- Footwork and agility tools
- 16 Functional Movement Screen toolkits
 
DONALD E. FREY ATHLETIC 
TRAINING ROOM

• 10 athletic trainers
• Nutritionist

 Amenities:
- 4,600 square feet
- 14 custom-designed treatment tables 
- Separate hydrotherapy room with two  
Polar Plunge whirlpools

- State-of-the-art diagnostic, preparation,  
and rehabilitation equipment

NEW SPRINTURF SURFACE  

IN FRANKLIN FIELD

“ I met people from all different walks 
of life in Penn football. No matter 
who you are or where you come 
from, once you put on that jersey 
you create a bond with every single 
player. It’s been a crazy journey, and 
we’re part of a beautiful tradition. 
With three championships in four 
years, my graduating class has a  
resume we can be proud of for the 
rest of our lives.” 

BRAndon copelAnd, W’13
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The Next Level

“ One thing our coach has always 
talked about is how we’re playing 
for something bigger. During our 
alumni games, when photos of teams 
past are hung up, you realize you’re 
not just playing for yourself, or even 
your team, but for everyone else who 
has played Penn soccer and all Penn 
athletes. Nothing is better inspiration 
to work harder.” 

kAthRyn BARth, c’14

“ The River Fields were a dream we 
never thought would happen. Before, 
we were playing on Sprinturf, not 
AstroTurf. We worked hard to  
improve and turn the program 
around, but you can only reach so far 
and so high when you don’t have the 
proper tools. The new field will take 
field hockey to the next level.”

julie tAhAn, c’14

RENOVATIONS TO RHODES FIELD

• New natural grass playing surface
• Marc H. Rapaport Family Videoboard
• Custom team areas 

ELLEN VAGELOS C’90  

FIELD HOCKEY FIELD

• AstroTurf field with inlaid lines
• New videoboard
• Custom team areas
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A Phenomenal Place

“ In the old rowing space, we had  
tanks that dated back to the 1930s. 
We basically had an unventilated 
basement where we erged. It wasn’t 
the most inviting, and we often took 
the machines outside for better 
temperatures and ventilation. Now 
nobody in the country, or frankly in 
the world, has a better facility than 
us. It’s a phenomenal place.”

GReG myhR

Nicholas B. Paumgarten Head Coach of 
Men’s Heavyweight Rowing

ENDOWED COACH  

Greg Myhr  
Nicholas B. Paumgarten Head Coach  
of Men’s Heavyweight Rowing

COACH TED A. NASH  

LAND-ROWING TRAINING CENTER

• More than 100 rowing machines
• Three erg rooms—one for each rowing program
• InRiver Indoor Propulsion Rowing Tanks
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A Unique Balance

“ Penn athletes are some of the top 
in the country, and they succeed in 
academics as well as athletics. It’s 
a unique balance these men and 
women hold. A lot of students will 
graduate and go on to successful 
careers, which stems from their drive 
academically as well as athletically.  
As a coach it’s special to see athletes 
—not just in wrestling, but across 
the board—compete just as hard in 
the classroom as they do in practice 
and competition.”

RoB eiteR 
Head Coach of Wrestling 

TSE PING & CHENG CHEUNG LING SPORTS 
CENTER AT HUTCHINSON GYMNASIUM

JOHN R. ROCKWELL GYMNASIUM

COACH TED A. NASH  
LAND-ROWING TRAINING CENTER

COACH DAVE MICAHNIK FENCING CENTER
• More than 8,900 square feet with adjacent team room
• 14 inlaid fencing strips

POTTRUCK WRESTLING COMPLEX
• Integration of air conditioning
• Cosmetic upgrades to locker room

PENN GOLF CENTER
• Simulator room and putting green

NALITT FAMILY GYMNASTICS CENTER
• More than 10,000 square feet with adjacent team room
• State-of-the-art training equipment and platform

ATHLETIC TRAINING ROOM 
• More than 1,200 square feet
• 10 custom treatment tables
• Four custom taping tables
• Two custom Polar Plunges
• State-of-the-art diagnostic, preparation,  
and rehabilitation equipment
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It’s About Value

“ We announced the campaign just 
before the country went into a  
financial crisis, but our supporters 
were unfazed. More than 11,000  
donors —young graduates, parents 
already paying tuition, alumni  
without a lot of capacity at the 
time—made gifts to the Annual 
Fund. This speaks volumes about  
the value of athletics to the entire 
Penn community.”

mARk B. WeRneR, c’80
Campaign Co-Chair, Athletics

THE ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTS… 

• New, state-of-the-art equipment 
• Expanded team travel
• Increased coaching compensation
• Increased recruiting budgets



38 39

“ Steve Bilsky and his team have just provided terrific leadership to 
the University community in setting out to raise a certain amount  
of money for athletics—something that has never happened in the 
history of the University. For generations to come, Penn students 
will benefit from what happened during this campaign. That  
doesn’t mean we’re done. We still have a lot of work to do as we 
build our teams and programs for intercollegiate athletics as well  
as recreation sports and the University as a whole.”  

  —jAmeS h. GReene jR., W’72, Vice Chair, Athletics Board of Overseers

SteegeThomson Communications 
Photography: Crawford Architects; Tommy Leonardi, C’89;  Eric Mencher; Penn Athletics; Scott Spitzer, University Communications
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DIVISION OF RECREATION AND  
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

Weightman Hall
235 S. 33rd Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
www.pennathletics.com
 
@PennAthletics
#FightOnPenn
Facebook.com/PennAthletics
Instagram.com/PennAthletics


